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Abstract
Introduction: Library is one of the essential elements of universities which provide some important
educational needs of students. Virtual education can not be exempted and virtual libraries are important
support for virtual training programs. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the viewpoint of administrators
and students in virtual education centers about the virtual library, its role and resources.
Methods: This study was a descriptive survey. The research instrument was a researcher made questionnaire
that its validity and reliability was confirmed. The study population consisted of 19 virtual training centers in
Tehran city. Out of 19 centers, simple randomized sampling was done in five Centers. The sample size was
360 students. Data collection was conducted online and descriptive statistics using SPSS 18 and Excel
software were used.
Results: The results showed that viewpoints of administrators and students about the mission and services of
virtual libraries in some cases were similar and in some cases were different. One of the administrators’
reasons for setting up a virtual learning system was lifelong learning, and lack of knowledge about virtual
libraries was the reason for inadequate use of virtual libraries. The best format of virtual library from the
administrators’ and students’ viewpoint, was portal document format (PDF).
Conclusion: One of the most important function of a virtual library, is lifelong learning and empowering
users to provide information and educational needs. The main reason for not setting up a virtual library is t
lack of knowledge about it.
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