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View of academics of Faculty of Medicine of Semnan University of
Medical Sciencestowards student research

S. Mehr Alizadeh (MD)*, A. Vakili (PhD)?, SM. Pour Hoseyni (MD)®
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Abstract

Introduction: An insight into the view of academics of Medical Faculty concerning students’ research could
inform planners about strengths and weaknesses as well as potential for improvement in student research.
The present study aims to better understanding of perception of academics of Medical Faculty about
students’ and academics’ research.

Methods: This descriptive cross-sectiona study was conducted on participants from medical faculty members
at Semnan University of Medical Sciences. A questionnaire containing demographic data, questions about
view of faculty mentor’s concerning students’ researches and satisfaction on their profession was handed in
to faculty members. Forty five out of 65 questionnaires were completed by faculty members and returned to
the researchers. Data were analyzed using suitable statistical methods.

Results: Findings indicated that most of faculty members relatively satisfied with their profession. There was
a significant association between job satisfaction level and tendency to research activities. Around 20% of
responders showed high interest and about 66% had an average interest in advising students’ research
activities. Faculty members believed students showing little inclination toward research works as well as
lacking knowledge on research principles. Low income, extended hours of teaching, engagement in private
practice, administrative duties, excessive bureaucracy and insufficient research funding are the most frequent
challenges in doing students’ research.

Conclusion: It is concluded that most medical faculty members possessed a high inclination toward research
activities. Students' needs to receive detailed instructions on research methodol ogy and should be encouraged
to consider research as part of their educational programs. Faculty members should be motivated to devote
more time and energy towards students’ research activities.

Key words: student research, view, academics, Semnan, medical, faculty
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