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Abstract

Introduction: Clinical environments play avital rolein nursing and midwifery students' learning. The present
study investigates the viewpoints of clinical instructors and nursing and midwifery students of Shahid
Sadoughi University of Medical Sciences about clinical education status during 2009-2011.

Methods: In this cross sectional research data were gathered using a researcher made questionnaire including
five domains: educational plan, quality of clinical instructors function, role of clinical professionals in
clinical education, educational facilities and space, clinical evaluation and professional satisfaction. The
guestionnaire was completed by clinical instructors and nursing and midwifery students. Convenient
sampling was accomplished. Face validity, content validity and reliability of the questionnaire was assessed
and confirmed by test — retest method.

Results: Mgjority of clinical instructors, nursing and midwifery students reported day and evening work shifts
more appropriate. Mgjority of clinical instructors reported the clinical education status pleasant, but 79.8%
nursing students and 64.2% midwifery students reported it moderate. Comparing the mean of clinical
education status from the viewpoints of clinical instructors didn't show a significant difference in the domain
of "the role of the othersimpressivein clinical education™, but there was a significant difference between the
nursing and midwifery students in their view points about the domain.

Conclusion: Clinical competency is an essential component in providing high quality nursing care, thus the
educational planners should continue to evaluate the effectiveness of clinical education. Boosting the clinical
learning environment domains such as “successful instructors”, “professional values”, “professional
relationship with the members of caring team” and “conflict management” could make the clinical
experience attractive and assure students’ satisfaction about their professional life.

Keywords: Instructors, Clinical, Student, Nursing, Midwifery, Education, Viewpoint
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