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Abstract

Introduction: Assessing students' professional skills, teamwork and communication proficiency in the
clinical environment by multiple evaluators such as educators, peers and students themselves is essential.
The aim of this study was to compare the self-assessment method and peer assessment as means of
evaluation on the clinical competence of medical students of Jahrom University of Medical Sciences.

Methods: This cross-sectional study was performed on 110 medical students of University of Medical
Sciences in 2020-2021.Convenience sampling method was used. To assess clinical competence, a valid and
reliable questionnaire was used in four areas of communicative proficiency, cooperation with the medical
team, patient management and practical skills. Data analysis was performed using independent t-test and
one-way analysis of variance.

Result: The results of self-assessment showed that students in the field of practical skills (12.44 + 3.16)
were more capable but in the field of communication skills (7.96 + 2.01) scored low on their ability. Peer
assessment, the highest score was seen in the field of practical skills (12.69 + 2.44) and the least was
allocated to the field of cooperation with the treatment team (7.70 + 1.96.). Comparing the mean scores of
self-assessments with the mean scores of peers demonstrated a statistically significant difference (P < 0.001).

Conclusion: Self-assessment and peer assessment as a complementary, applicable and accessible method for
assessing students' achievement of expected competencies can be considered in the evaluation system of
clinical education.

Keywords: Self-assessment, Peer assessment, Medical student, Clinical competency
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